
Woman 
called ; - 

I 1 911 from 
trunk 

I Jennifer Johnson was ' I found dead Tuesday. 
1 Details of her cry for 
i help remain scarce. 

/ BY REBECCA CATALANELLO 
Times Sta8 Writer 

I 
I TAMPA - Before she died, 
I Jennifer Johnson called 911 from 

i the trunk of a car, police say. 
,f It was unclear how Plant City 

I police 911 dispatchers responded. 
/ On Tuesday, the 31-year-old 

Tampa moth- 
er of one was 
found dead in 
anabandoned 
house in Lake- 
land. 

"We can al- 
ways Monday 
morning auar- 
terback;;' plant Jennifer 
CitypoliceCapt. Johnson, 31, 
Darrell Wilson was last seen 
told WFTS-Ch. alive Friday at 
28 on Thurs- a Tampa club. 
day. 'We're fair- 
ly comf01-table with what took 
place and how the operator han- 
dled the call." 

Johnson was last seen alive Fri- 
day night. She was arguing with 
ex-boyfriend Vincent Brown at 
the Apollo Club on 40th Street, 
according to Tampa police. 

About 3 am Saturday, she went 
with Brown to his parents' house 

Tampa police spokeswoman 
Laura McElroy listened to the 911 
tape for the first time Thursday. 

"It is a very disturbing call, a 
very chilling call:' she said. 

Neither Tampa police nor 
Plant City police would release 
other details about the call. 

Wilson and McElroy said 
the date and time of the call are 
essential to establishing a time 
line and developing clues in the 
ongoing investigation. 

Releasing any more informa- 
tion could jeopardize the case, 
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Woman called 911 from trunk before she died 
they said. 

Brown has been named a per- 
son of interest in Johnson's dis- 
appearance and death, though 
he has not been charged. He is 
being held without bail at Orient 
Road Jail on unrelated charges. 
He has refused to cooperate with 
detectives, McElroy said. 
/ Had a similar 911 call come 

into 'hmpa police, McElroy said, 
emergency operators would 
have attempted to locate the cell 
phone using global positioning 
or satellite technology, she said. 

Assuming they knew the iden- 
tity of the caller, they would also 
have tried to make contact with 

the victim's family or acquain- 
tances, she said. 

Other agencies have faced sim- 
ilar cries for help. 
/In North Carolina last month, 
Forsyth County sheriff's depu- 
ties rescued a kidnapped woman 
f?om a car trunk after using GPS 
data from her cell phone to locate 
the car. 
/ I n  Cleveland last  week, 
another woman was rescued 
when she called 911 from a car 
trunk. She was able to give an 
approximate location of where 
she was abducted. Police found 
her by sounding their sirens and 
asking her to tell them when she 

could hear them. 
/ In  Charlotte County in Janu- 
ary, a kidnapped woman died 
despite a 911 call. 

A driver called dispatch- 
ers after seeing Denise Amber 
Lee inside another car beating 
on the windows and asking for 
help. Though the woman called 
911 and tailed the kidnapper's 
car, word of the abduction never 
went out to officers on patrol. 

Johnson's family could not be 
reached for comment about her 
911 call to Plant City authori- 
ties. On Thursday they told a 
guard at their gated community 
that they didn't want to speak 

to the media 
Lakeland police spokesman 

Jack Gien, who notified media 
about the discovery of Johnson's 
body this week, wouldn't confirm 
the exjstence of Johnson's 911 call ' 

to Plant City. 
"The only 911 call that I have 

confirmed is the 911 call that 
came from the witnesses who 
discovered her body," he said. , 

Times researchm John Martin and 
staffm'ter &&en Jalcins COW 
uted to this report. 
Rebecca Clztahnello can be reached 
at rcat&neUo@sptimes.com 

(813) 226-3383. 




