Woman
called |
911from
trunk

Jennifer Johnsonwas
found dead Tuesday.
Detailsaof her cryfor
help remain scarce.

BY REBECCA CATALANELLO
Times Staff Writer

TAMPA — Before she died,
Jennifer Johnson called 911 from
thetrunk of acar, policesy.

It was unclear how Plant City

police 911 di spatchersresponded.

On Tuesday, the 31-year-old
Tampa moth-
er of one was
found dead in
anabandoned
housein Lake-
land.

"We can al-
ways Monday
morning quar-

terback,” Plant
Citypolice Capt.
Darrell Wilson
told WFTS-Ch.

Jennifer
Johnson, 31,
was last seen
alive Friday at

28 on Thurs
day. 'Werefair-
ly comfortable with what took
place and how the operator han-
dedthecall."
Johnsonwaslastseen diveFri-
day night. She was arguing with
ex-boyfriend Vincent Brown at
the Apollo Club on 40th Street,
accordingto Tampapolice.
About 3am Saturday,shewent
with Brownto his parents house
Tampa police spokeswoman
LauraMcElroy listenedtothe911
tapefor thefirg timeThursday.
"It isavery disturbing call, a
verychillingcl! shesaid.
Neither Tampa police nor
Plant City police would release
other detailsaboutthecall.
Wilson and McElroy said
thedate and time df thecdl are
essential to establishing atime
line and developingcluesin the
ongoinginvestigation.
Releasing any more informa-
tion could jeopardize the case,
» See QIICALL.5A

a Tampa club.
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Woman called 911 from trunk before she died

theysaid.

Brown has been named a per-
son of interest in Johnson's dis-
appearance and death, though
he has not been charged. He is
being held without bail at Orient
Road Jail on unrelated charges.
He has refused to cooperatewith
detectives, McElroy said.

# Had asimilar 911 call come
into Tampa police, McElroy said,
emergency operators would
have attempted to locatethe cdl
phone using global positioning
or satellitetechnology, shesaid.

Assumingthey knew theiden-
tity of the caller, they would also
havetried to make contact with

the victim's family or acquain-
tances,shesaid.

Other agencieshavefaced sim-
ilar criesfor help.
/~In North Cardlinalast month,
Forsyth Qounty sheriff's depu-
tiesrescued a kidnapped woman
from acar trunk after usng GPS
datafrom her cdl phonetolocate
theca.
/In  Cleveland last week,
another woman was rescued
when she called 911 from a car
trunk. She was able to give an
approximate location of where
she was abducted. Policefound
her by sounding their sirens and
asking her to tell them when she

could hear them.
/In  Charlotte County in Janu-
ary, a kidnapped woman died
despitea9l1call.

A driver called dispatch-
ers after seeing Denise Amber
Leeinside another car beating
on the windows and asking for
help. Though the woman called
911 and tailed the kidnapper's
car, word of the abduction never
went outto officerson patrol.

Johnson's family could not be
reached for comment about her
911 cal to Plant City authori-
ties. On Thursday they told a
guard at their gated community
that they didn't want to speak

to the media

Lakeland police spokesman
Jack Gillen, who notified media
about the di scovery o Johnson's
body thisweek, wouldn't confirm .
the existence of Johnson's 911cal |
toPlant Qty.

"Theonly 911 call that | have
confirmed is the 911 call that
came from the withesses who
discoveredher body," hesaid.

Timesresearcher JohnMartinand
staffwriter Colleen Jenkins contrib-
uted tothisreport.

Rebecca Catalanellocan bereached
at rcat& neUo@sptimes.com
0r(813) 2263383,





